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Judy Patterson named ‘Woman of Year’
Judy Patterson, an elder, choir 

member and all-around devoted 
and hard worker in various other 
aspects of church life, was hon-
ored in December as the Women’s 
Association “Woman of the Year.”

The award was announced and 
presented during the Dec. 20 ser-
vice by Betty Morgin, Women’s 
Association moderator, and Lola 
Cizan, vice moderator.

“This is unexpected,” Judy said 
after receiving the honor. “I love the 
Lord and I love you all. Thank you for 
this lovely honor.”

Lola read a long list of Judy’s 
contributions to St. Andrew and the 
community. They included:

—Serving  on the Session to 
which she was elected six years 
ago. As an elder, she co-chairs 
the Worship Committee and is 

Lola Cizan, left, and Betty Morgin, 
right, pause with Judy Patterson 
after presenting her with the Woman 
of the Year award.

Ben Laflin 
remembered

(Editor’s note: Some of the mate-
rial for this article came from an obitu-
ary in The Desert Sun Dec. 2).

Throughout his life, Ben Laflin 
was devoted to his family, his com-
munity, his church and the family 
business.

The son of pioneer valley resi-
dents and ranchers, Ben Sr. and Lucy 
Laflin, Ben was a husband, father, 
grandfather, great grandfather, edu-
cator, Navy veteran, public service 
advocate who served on several 
boards, a date grower and interna-
tional consultant on the date culture.

Ben died Nov. 21 at the age of 
94. A large gathering of family and 
friends celebrated his life at a Dec. 
27 service at St. Andrew.  

At the service, daughter Diane 
Burke shared a poem she’d written 
that ended, “He will always be my 

Faith Renewal Weekend starts Easter activities
A Faith Renewal Weekend, Feb. 6-7, will “kick off” the Lenten season at 

St. Andrew.
The event, which is being sponsored by the worship and Christian educa-

tion committees, will feature  participation by the Rev. Dr. Jack Michael Loo, 
former associate pastor at Hollywood Presbyterian Church and senior pastor 
(retired) of the Presbyterian Church of the Master in Mission Viejo.

“He is a sought-after speaker for church gatherings and business meet-
ings alike,” said Elder Judy Patterson, Worship Committee cochair. “He will 
bring us  a message to help us focus on the importance of Easter and what it 
means to us.” This is an opportunity to invite family, friends and neighbors as 
guests, Judy said.

Rev. Loo is scheduled to speak on Saturday night at a 5 p.m. catered 
candlelight dinner from Mario’s Italian Restaurant and again on Sunday morn-
ing from the pulpit at the 9:30 service. Free will offerings will be accepted at 
the dinner. There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex for the dinner.

Lenten activities continue on Feb. 9, from 5 to 7 p.m., with the annual 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper sponsored by the Women’s Association.

Also scheduled again this year are the Lenten Soup Suppers and Bible 
studies led by Pastor Mike Wallman, beginning Feb. 24 and running through 
March 16. Sign-up sheets for people willing to bring soups for the suppers will 

a member of the 
Personnel Committee.

—Singing in the 
choir.

—Serving on the 
Pastor Nominating 
Committee in 2008-
09.

—Attending 
church and 
community Bible 
studies, and co-
facilitating a summer 
Bible study for church 
women for the past 
four years.

—Providing people with 
transportation to church and other 
activities.

—Teaching at Vacation Bible 
School at St. Andrew and her 
previous church.

(Continued on page 6.)

(Continued on page 3.)(Continued on page 6.)
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 In the Gospel of John, 
chapter 20, John recorded the 
third time Jesus appeared to his 
disciples after his resurrection. It was 
on a beach on the Sea of Tiberias 
after the disciples had fished all 
night and caught nothing. Jesus 
shouted out from the beach at first 
light saying, “Children you have no 
fish have you?” They said no! Then 
He instructed them to cast their 
nets out on the right side of the 
boat. When they did so, they were 
not able to haul it in because there 
were so many fish. Immediately, 
Peter knew that it was Jesus and 
jumped into the water and swam to 
him where he and the others were 
invited to have breakfast with Jesus.

I love this story because it gives 
me and the church encouragement. 
Whenever we experience a 
wonderful ministry achievement we 
can get discouraged because the 
energy is not sustainable. There are 
lulls of time when it seems that Jesus 
isn’t around, the church ministry is 
stalled and we revert back to our 
default ways of doing things. We go 
back to what we know when there is 
an unknown future or we are facing 
a challenge for which we don’t 
have an answer. It’s tempting to rely 
on our training and experience to 

move forward but God has other 
plans. When we “go fishing” for 
lack of clear guidance from God, 
chances are that He will show up 
and redirect us. Waiting on the Lord 
is so hard!

How he gets our attention is the 
fun part. With the disciples it was 
a huge catch beyond their wildest 
imaginations that alerted them that 
Jesus must be near. For you and 
I, it’s in the challenging ministry 
opportunities. When faced with no 
direction or a sense of a defined 
future, God shows up to give us 
one. Ministry is like that. It seems 
that I’ve experienced this principle 
many times as I am tempted to put 
my ministry into overdrive to make 
something happen rather than wait 
on God to direct. At such times 
I’ve learned to look and listen for 
Jesus. He’s there somewhere. We 
might not recognize him at first 
but eventually he’s going to show 
himself. And when that happens a 
new season of ministry is about to 
begin. 

Your Session has planned some 
amazing opportunities for you to 
listen for the voice of Jesus and his 

guidance in the next few months. 
Also, keep praying, listening and 
looking for what God is about to 

do in the very near future. What will 
be your part in helping the people 
around us hear and follow Jesus into 
that future? Where are you involved 
in God’s new plan for St. Andrew? 

Peace,

Pastor Mike

December beginning balance............................................. $7,221
Income ................................................................................ $35,957
Expense .............................................................................. $30,548
December ending balance ................................................ $12,629
Deacons December beginning balance............................. $3,296
Income ....................................................................................... $80
Expense ....................................................................................... $0
December ending balance .................................................. $3,376
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hero.”
Pat, Ben’s wife of 67 years, 

thanked everyone for coming to the 
service, adding with a smile, “Ben 
would be very 
happy although 
he wouldn’t 
have been happy 
about this occa-
sion.” She noted 
Ben’s quip when 
Pastor Mike 
Wallman visited 
him shortly be-
fore his death 
and asked about 
his favorite 
hymns. “Well 
let’s not rush 
this,” she quoted 
Ben as saying.

Daughter 
Kathleen Humphrey said, “He is 
leaving behind a great legacy for his 
family, and all who knew him. His 
legacy is that of a life that was lived 
to the fullest, and what more could 
any of us ask.” The two most impor-
tant elements of his character were 
his kindness and his love of learning, 
she said.

She recalled some of Ben’s favor-
ite sayings, including:

—If you don’t know where you 
are going, you are liable to end up 
somewhere else. (Yogi Berra)

—The game isn’t over til it’s over. 
(Yogi Berra)

—The good thing about the fu-
ture is that it only comes one day at a 
time. (Abraham Lincoln)

—And what doth the Lord require 
of thee but to do justly and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
God. (Micah 6:8)

—Wine is a constant reminder 
that God loves us and wants to see 
us happy. (Benjamin Franklin)

—I’m Irish and I’m Scotch—I enjoy 
a drink but I don’t like to pay for it. 
(Anonymous)

One of his favorite sayings in 
Spanish was 
“Encantado de la 
vida. Siempre!” 
It means, “I am 
enchanted with 
life. Always!”

Born Sept. 
3, 1921, Ben 
graduated 
from Coachella 
Valley Union 
High School 
and attended 
the University 
of California, 
Berkeley. His 
education was 
interrupted by 

the start of World War II in 1942. He 
joined the Navy, serving in the medi-
cal corps for 3½ years, most of that 
time aboard a troop ship that made 
multiple trips to the South Pacific.

After the war, he returned to 
Berkeley and received a BS degree 
in plant science and a Masters in 
plant pathology. While at Berkeley, 
Ben met and married Pat, a fellow 
student. They returned to the valley 
to go into business with his parents, 
who had developed a ranch in the 
Thermal area.

After Ben’s parents’ deaths, 
Ben and Pat continued the busi-
ness as Laflin Date Gardens where 
dates were grown and packaged for 
wholesale trade. They also operated 
a retail store and mail-order business 
from the ranch. Today it is Oasis Date 
Gardens.

Ben also worked with the 
University of California at its Berkeley, 
Riverside and Davis campuses. The 
ranch grew grapes and vegetables 
as well as dates, and Ben field-tested 

(Continued from page 1.)
new varieties for the university and 
for the US Department of Agriculture 
Date and Citrus Station in Indio.

Ben’s knowledge of the date cul-
ture led to him sharing that knowl-
edge with visiting plant scientists 
and date growers from around the 
world as well as making consulting 
trips to other countries including 
Saudi Arabia, India, Jordan, Bahrain 
and Israel for the United Nations 
Development Program, USAID and 
individual governments and organi-
zations.

In 1995, he and Pat went to 
Morocco where they visited the Bou 
Denib oasis on the outskirts of the 
Sahara. This was the place from which 
the USDA secured nine Medjool off-
shoots in 1927. All Medjools grown 
today in the US came from those off-
shoots.

In addition to his life-long involve-
ment in the date industry, Ben also 
taught for six years at Wilson Middle 
School in Indio and spent many 
years in public service, including 
serving as a Coachella Valley High 
School trustee, and serving on the 
Soil Conservation District board, on 
the Date Committee of the Riverside 
County Fair and Date Festival and 
55 years on the Coachella Valley 
Mosquito and Vector Control District 
board.

Ben was an 83-year member of 
St. Andrew and its predecessor, the 
Presbyterian Church in Coachella. He 
served as a Sunday School teacher 
and elder for many years. 

Ben is survived by Pat, their five 
children Kathleen (Ron) Humphrey, 
Barbara Treat, James (Jeanie) Laflin, 
Susan (Jordan) Kramer, and Diane 
(Tim) Burke, 12 grandchildren and 
two great grandchildren. 

Memorial gifts may be directed 
to St. Andrew or the Coachella Valley  
Historical Society.

83 year member Ben Laflin remembered
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St. Andrew family members in 
need of prayer for guidance, healing 
and strength.

Alvaro Avila family
Avice Beetler

Jacquie Bethel
Lola Cizan

Katie DaLuiso
Annie & Jef f DeBeck

Birthdays
Feb. 5 Megan Scarborough
Feb. 11 Michelle Miller
  Myrl Nofziger
Feb. 15 Kelley Burke
Feb. 17 Evelyn Becerra
Feb. 18 Joe Benitez
Feb. 21 Mary Ahrens
Feb. 25 Jean Ahlefeld
Feb. 26 David Hamner
March 5 Sue Karr
March 6 Delbert Long
March 8 Mao Scarborough
March 9 Ronald Kiefer
March 10 Ellen Fordham
  Kim Moreland
March 12 Patsy Stevenson
March 28 Diane Burke
March 29 Pat Laflin
March 31 Steve Stiles

Anniversaries
Feb. 2 Marina & David Hamner
Feb. 6 Mary Lois & Delbert Long
Feb. 11 Angie & Joseph Hamner
Feb. 12 Michelle & Michael Thornburgh
Feb. 18 Diana & Joe Benitez
March 18 Stephanie & Richard Ortiz

If a birth date or anniversary isn’t list-
ed, the church doesn’t have it in the com-
puter. Office staff asks that those people 
call to update their records.

Matthew Ellis
Millie Fernquist

Alan Harrell
John Hale

Virginia Johnson
Latta family

Joe Nicholson
Ralph Oakley

Louis Reynolds

Melba Scarborough
Cheryl Sevier

John Stout
Bev Watson

Persons with prayer requests or 
who would like to become part of 
the prayer chain ministry should call 
Merlyn Hamner, 398-5713.

Sue Steding became 
the latest addition to 
the St. Andrew family in 
December.

A Presbyterian since 
about age 12, Sue most 
recently had been a mem-
ber of the Community 
Presbyterian Church of 
Palm Desert.

In 2015, she voted 
against that church’s deci-
sion to leave Presbyterian 
Church USA, and began 
attending St. Andrew.

“I have been a friend of Pat 
Laflin’s for a number of years, and 
know many members of St. Andrew 
Church,” Sue said. “I also find Rev. 
Wallman to be inspiring, and I be-
lieve his leadership is on track to help 
grow St. Andrew, and I would like to 
be a part of that.”

Born in Indianapolis, Ind., Sue 
moved to Lancaster, Calif., with 
her family in the 1950s and then to 
Seattle in the 1960s. She graduated 
from the University of Washington 
with a degree in history  and from 
the University of San Diego School 
of Law with a juris doctorate.

After 34 years with the Riverside 
County District Attorney’s Office, 
Sue retired five years ago as chief 
assistant district attorney. She soon 

Sue Steding joins St. Andrew congregation

joined efforts with attorney John 
Patrick Dolan to help build California 
Desert Trial Academy College of Law, 
a law school in Indio. She teaches 
and serves as dean of students. The 
school graduates its first class in June.

For the time that her retirement 
plan permits, she returned to the dis-
trict attorney’s office in 2015 to help 
lead the Indio office, eastern region, 
under the direction of newly-elected 
District Attorney Mike Hestrin. She is 
scheduled to return to a similar posi-
tion in July.

She has been married to Gary 
Stone over 25 years and they have 
one son, Sam Stone, who is complet-
ing his last semester at Western State 
College of Law in Fullerton.

Sue Steding & Rev. Mike Wallman
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 Recurring Sunday schedule
8 a.m.: Choir rehearsal
9:30 a.m.: Worship
10:30 a.m.: Fellowship & coffee

Monday, Feb. 1
11 a.m.: Bridge Club
3:30 p.m.: Men’s Bible study

Tuesday, Feb. 2
10 a.m.: Worship Committee

Wednesday, Feb. 3
9:30 a.m.: Quilters

Thursday, Feb. 4
10 a.m.: Community Bible study
5:30 p.m.: Bell choir rehearsal

Friday, Feb. 5
11 a.m. Bridge Club

Saturday, Feb. 6
5 p.m.: Faith Renewal dinner & 

program
Sunday, Feb. 7

Communion
Monday, Feb. 8

11 a.m.: Bridge Club
3:30 p.m.: Men’s Bible Study

Tuesday, Feb. 9
10 a.m.: Women’s Board meeting
4:30 p.m.: Mission Committee
5-7 p.m.: Shrove Tuesday pancake 

supper

Wednesday, Feb. 10
9:30 a.m. Quilters

Thursday, Feb. 11
10 a.m.: Community Bible study
5:30 p.m.: Bell choir rehearsal

Friday, Feb. 12
11 a.m.: Bridge Club

Monday, Feb. 15
Presidents’ Day Holiday
11 a.m.: Bridge Club

Tuesday, Feb. 16
10 a.m.: Elizabeth Circle
6:30 p.m.: Session

Wednesday, Feb. 17
9:30 a.m.: Quilters 

Thursday, Feb. 18
10 a.m.: Community Bible Study
5:30 p.m.: Bell Choir rehearsal

Friday, Feb. 19
11 a.m.: Bridge Club

Saturday, Feb. 20
8:30 a.m.: Presbytery LEaD work-

shops, Calvary Presbyterian, 
Riverside

Sunday, Feb. 21
11 a.m.: Creeds & Confessions study

Monday, Feb. 22
11 a.m.: Bridge Club
3:30 p.m.: Men’s Bible Study

Tuesday, Feb. 23
7 p.m.: Deacons meeting

Wednesday, Feb. 24
9:30 a.m. Quilters
5 p.m.: Lenten soup supper

Thursday, Feb. 25
10 a.m.: Community Bible Study
5:30 p.m.: Bell Choir rehearsal

Sunday, Feb. 28
Rev. Marilyn Gamm, guest pastor
February birthdays are asked to con-

tribute $1/year to sound system
10:30 a.m.: Mission Fair & potluck 

luncheon
11 a.m.: Creeds & Confessions study

Monday, Feb. 29
11 a.m.: Bridge Club
3:30 p.m.: Men’s Bible Study

Tuesday, March 1
10 a.m.: Worship Committee

Wednesday, March 2
9:30 a.m.: Quilters
5 p.m. Lenten Soup Supper

Thursday, March 3
10 a.m.: Community Bible study
5:30 p.m.: Bell Choir rehearsal

Friday, March 4
11 a.m.: Bridge Club

Sunday, March 6
Communion
11 a.m.: Creeds & Confessions study

Monday, March 7
11 a.m.: Bridge Club

Tuesday, March 8
10 a.m.: Women’s Board
4:30 p.m.: Mission Committee

Wednesday, March 9
9:30 a.m. Quilters
5 p.m.: Lenten Soup Supper

Thursday, March 10
10 a.m.: Community Bible study
5:30 p.m.: Bell choir rehearsal

Friday, March 11
11 a.m.: Bridge Club 

Sunday, March 13
11 a.m.: Creeds & Confessions study

Monday, March 14
Mission tour, call
11 a.m.: Bridge Club
3:30 p.m.: Men’s Bible Study

Tuesday, March 15
10 a.m.: Elizabeth Circle
5 p.m.: Messenger deadline
6:30 p.m.: Session

Wednesday, March 16
9:30 a.m.: Quilters
5 p.m.: Lenten Soup Supper

Thursday, March 17
10 a.m.: Community Bible Study
5:30 p.m.: Bell Choir rehearsal

Friday, March 18
11 a.m.: Bridge Club

Sunday, March 20
Palm Sunday
10:30 a.m.: Winter residents farewell 

luncheon
11 a.m.: Creeds & Confessions study

Monday, March 21
11 a.m.: Bridge Club
4 p.m.: Sorority meeting

Tuesday, March 22
7 p.m.: Deacons

Wednesday, March 23
9:30 a.m.: Quilters

Thursday, March 24
5 p.m.: Maundy Thursday dinner & 

service
Friday, March 25

11 a.m.: Bridge Club
Sunday, March 28

Easter
March birthdays are asked to con-

tribute $1/year to sound system
Unless otherwise noted, all 

calendar activities are at the church. 
“Call” indicates location was not 
announced.
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Notes from the choir loft   Greetings 
to all from the 
Choir Loft. As 
we proceed into 
2016 I want 
to thank the 
choir members 
(singing and bells), 
musicians— May, 
Karen, Esther 
Mae, Pastor Mike, 
the Worship Committee, and the 
congregation for all the support 
and participation that took place in 
2015.

Our volunteer choir members— 
whether singing or ringing— have 
spent many hours of rehearsal time 
to bring meaningful music to our 
congregation. I saw an essay in 
the Church Musician’s newsletter 
that quoted from their March 1955 
Journal:

“To be song-less is as bad as to 
be prayer-less. Both rob God of a 
recognition due Him for what He is 
in Himself and what He is to us.” 

I do not know who to attribute 
this thought— but it spoke to me 
when I came across it.

Congregations who wholly 
participate in hymn singing add 
tremendously to the warmth, dignity 
and power of the church worship 
service. When congregations unite 
in the praise of God, they cannot 
help but awaken to a deeper 
spiritual feeling as a servant of God. 

Having been raised in the 
Methodist Church—I always loved 
reading John Wesley’s “Directions 
for Singing”:  

1. Learn these tunes before you 
learn any others; afterwards learn as 
many as you please.

2. Sing them exactly as they are 
printed, without altering or mending 
them at all.

3. Sing all. See that you join with 
the congregation as frequently as you 
can.

4. Sing lustily and with a good 
courage. Beware of singing as if you 

were half dead, or half asleep.
5. Sing modestly. Do not bawl, so 

as to be heard above or distinct from 
the rest of the congregation.

6. Sing in time. Whatever time is 
sung be sure to keep with it.

7. Above all sing spiritually. Have 
an eye to God in every word you 
sing. Aim at pleasing him more than 
yourself, or any other creature.

—From John Wesley’s Select 
Hymns, 1761.

I made some judicious cuts in 
the seven directions above, but you 
get the idea.

With our new screens now we 
don’t even have to hold a hymnal, 
although I like to see the music 

passing by as I sing— so I use the 
hymnal. But the screens allow us

to sing with “good courage” and 
not sing into the hymnal where the 
sound dies.

Finally, wherever there is 
spiritual life moving the general 
public, there will be found great 
congregational singing! Amen to 
that.

Cheers and Happy New Year 
to you all. Here’s to a great new 
beginning in 2016.

I hope to see some new faces in 
the choir—we have a spot for you!!!!

Sincerely,
—Polly Schiff, choir director

“VBS is a passion of hers,” Lola 
said. “She wants all of the little ones 
to know God loves them and that the 
Bible is the true word of God.”

Outside of church, Judy is in-
volved in political activities. She 
writes for her party organization’s 
newsletter at Shadow Hills where 
she lives, participates in “get out and 
vote” campaigns, and gives rides to 
the polls.

Judy and her late husband Pat 
moved to the valley from Orange 

be in the fellowship hall.
Another series of studies will be 

led by the Rev.  Dr. Bill Johnson af-
ter Sunday morning services, Feb. 
21 through March 20. The series 
will focus on the historic  Creeds 
and Confessions of the Presbyterian 
Church USA.

It will provide answers to such 
questions as: What do we believe? 
Why do we believe? How and why 
did this all come into being?

Judy Patterson named Woman of Year
(Continued from page 1.)

County in 2007. She and Pat raised 
five sons. 

 The Women’s Association se-
lects a recipient each December.

It sends to the PCUSA national 
women’s education scholarship fund 
a donation in the award recipient’s 
name. The fund provides financial as-
sistance to help women with college 
education and Christian service.

The “Woman of the Year” re-
ceives a certificate and silver pin, and 
her name is added to the list of schol-
arship donors in Louisville, Ky.

Easter week activities will include 
the Palm Sunday service at 9:30 a.m. 
on March 20, a Maundy Thursday 
Tenebrae service at 5 p.m. on March 
24, and the Easter Sunday service at 
9:30 a.m. on March 27.

More details on the various ac-
tivities including the Bible studies for 
the Lenten Soup Suppers will be in-
cluded in the Sunday bulletins. 

Easter season activities scheduled
(Continued from page 1.)
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Health issues thoughts

As my surgery date 
rapidly approached, my 
concerns were more for 
friends of mine that were 
also struggling with health 
issues. There seems no rhyme or 
reason why one has a hard time, 
easy time, win, or lose. Most pastors 
and religious leaders always take 
the high road and say Jesus can heal 
you. He can, no doubt. But is it in 
the plan? God’s plan. I know I pray 
every day for myself, my friends, 
and for people I don’t even know. 
It would be miraculous if everyone 
was cured today. But we all know 
that ain’t part of the plan. I know 
there are some that have an easy 
time, others have a hard time, some 
win and some lose. You can find 
passages to meet your needs. There 
are so many verses that only you 
know what verse God is sending 
to you. God has a message for us 
all. We can get it through reading, 
praying, or just waiting for the 
results to play out. I for one, pray. It 
seems to help me both mentally and 
physically. 

When I passed on 19 
colonoscopies and decided to 
have the 20th one checked, that 
was by no accident. It was clear to 
me that it was God influencing my 
decision. Not sure what or why, but 
I know who. God clearly gave me a 
message to get checked and I did. 
I have no idea how others get the 
word from God, but I do know you 
have to make yourself available to 
Him. You don’t have to be in God’s 
presence 24 hours a day, but you 
do need to make it so that you and 
God can communicate. Keeping in 
mind that you do not always get the 
answer you want. But you do get the 
right answer. God’s plan is perfect. 
It is also a plan that if we mess it up, 
He can correct it. 

I pray that my cancer is removed 
and that I don’t have any lingering 
problems. That may be a selfish 

prayer, but it is what I want. I am 
also comforted in knowing that 
whatever happens, it is part of 
God’s plan, and I am OK with that 
as well. I know it is difficult not 
knowing what is coming, but my 
faith in God is keeping me strong. 
I know that the answer to some 
prayers will be NO. But it is a loving 
no. Our God is a loving God and 
whatever comes is for the best 
interest of all concerned. 

I know from past experience 
that I have been involved with 
situations that I had no idea that 
I was influencing decisions made 
by others. It was only later that the 
other people told me that I made 
a difference. I’m just as sure there 
are others who have been helped 
and I never will know that I was 
involved. I have had people enter 
my life, both Christian and non-
Christian people, who have had a 
positive impact to my life. God uses 
us all for the best outcome possible. 
Even some bad experiences I went 
through helped me, and helped 
others going through a similar 
experience. Because I had the 
experience and I knew what would 
work and what wouldn’t, I was able 
to help.  

Be open to God’s plan.  Pray, 
read, listen, and look for signs 
that God is guiding you. If you 
need help, ask for it. If you need 
guidance, seek it out. God will help 
or He will send someone to help. 

I won’t go into a lot of details, 
but I had a problem at work years 
ago. I was so upset I couldn’t sleep. 
I went to work and was pacing 
out in front of an office of a man I 
thought could help me. He never 
gets to work before 8 a.m. 

Ten minutes into pacing, a man 
comes out to see what my problem 

was. I knew this man 
and while he was a good 
person, I’m pretty sure he 
wasn’t as Christian as he 
could have been. He had 
various social problems, 

but like I said he was a good person. 
He was one of the leaders of the 
company I worked for. The night 
before and the morning of this day I 
had asked God to help me….He did. 
He sent me Earl. Earl took me to his 
office, he went and got me a cup of 
coffee, and he listened to my story. 
He got up, said wait here, and left 
the room. In 15 minutes he came 
back and told me to go see my boss. 
I did.

As I entered the office, he told 
me to sit down. I did. He said, “I 
don’t want to hear anything about 
this again! Is that okay with you?” Of 
course it was and I left the office. 

This happened in year 3 of 
my employment. I spent the next 
29 years having a great career 
doing many things for God and 
community.

The point, I needed help and 
God sent it to me. 

There are many things that God 
has in store for us all. You must 
make yourself available to Him. He 
will help you, guide you, and keep 
you on track or get you back on 
track if you let Him.  

Scott Coulson
Thanks from Pearson family

Dear St. Andrew Church
We want to give you our 

heartfelt thanks for rallying to help 
us host our mother’s memorial 
service. It was such a special day—
especially all of you spending your 
time on our behalf. We love you and 
feel so blessed to have this extended 
family. What a reunion we will have 
in heaven!

Love, the children of Don & 
Frances Pearson

—Dan, Tom, Brion,
Emily & Patrice
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St. Andrew’s Mission Committee has 
scheduled Mission Fair 2016 for Sunday, 
Feb. 28, following the morning service.

Participating agencies include 
CV Rescue Mission, Birth Choice, 
Safe House of the Desert, S.O.S, 
and possibly Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance. 

A Mission Tour is scheduled for Monday, March 
14. Details as they become available will be in a future 
Sunday bulletin.

The Blessing Bag Party on Jan. 24 following the morning 
service was a success. About 300 quart-size plastic bags 
and paper bags were filled with items donated by St. 
Andrew members and friends.

The items included applesauce and fruit cups, peanut 
butter crackers, protein and granola bars and Capri Sun 
drinks. People took bags that they can keep in their cars to 
give to homeless and needy people they see on the streets. 
Also in the bags were a note saying the gift is from St. 
Andrew, scripture and a list of resources for assistance. 

Boxes of the remaining bags are in the narthex so 
anyone who needs additional bags can get them there.

Fifty-one boxes of gifts for children were collected for 
Operation Christmas Child in October and November.

Sweat pants and T-shirts were collected in December 
and taken to Safe House of the Desert.

Seventeen people attended an Alzheimer’s Class in the 
fellowship hall on Jan. 13.

St. Andrew in brief

Collecting recyclables
St. Andrew collects recyclable cans and bottles 

that are brought in by members and friends.  Proceeds 
are now being used for the Building and Grounds 
Beautification Fund.

The Session at its Jan. 19 meeting approved a 
Personnel Committee recommendation that the con-
tract with Interim Pastor Mike Wallman be renewed 
for the next 12 months. There will be no increase in 
compensation for the pastor or the six other paid staff 
because of the church’s budget deficit.

The Women’s Association again is selling discount 
Date Festival tickets. See Merlyn Hamner if interest-
ed. Also, the women again are selling the fair tickets 
on Mondays and Fridays in front of Rabobank Bank 
in Coachella through Feb. 5 and also on Wednesday, 
Feb. 3. The women still have enchiladas for sale at a 
cost of $5 per package of two enchiladas, either beef 
or cheese.

The deacons and LOG (Loosely-organized Group) 
plan a farewell luncheon for winter residents after the 
Sunday, March 20, service. This will be a potluck but 
the winter residents will be guests.


